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From Jon Behling Ref CWP Intern 2006

CollegeWorksInternship Experience

My internship experience with Collegeworks Painting (CWP) was one of the most
challenging yet rewarding activities | have ever involved mysdf with. | had a great time working
with clients, getting exposed to new ideas and people, being treated like a big-time executive by the
company, going out on Friday-Payroll events, and being the “boss’” of my own business at age
Twenty-One. How many people your age can say that ?

Upon completion of my internship at CWP, | looked back to see how | had changed from day
one. Before | started working for CWP | was your average, run-of-the mill college student, with not
awhole lot to show for myself on paper. | had no idea what | wanted to do upon graduation, and to
be honest, | was somewhat lazy. This internship changed al that and helped me to prepare for lifein
the real world. | learned so many new skillsthat | still use to this very day, and am very appreciative
of dl that CWP has helped me to accomplish. Had | not completed their internship, | would not,
without a doubt in my mind, be where | am today.

| am currently a senior at UConn-Storrs, and am now involved with an internship through the
School of Business. | had to compete against 42 other intern-potentials for a spot in acompany
which only hired eight students. The biggest part of my resume which definitely set me apart from
other interns was the CWP Experience. | had gained aton of confidence after doing so many
“egtimates,” which are basically interviews, that when it came down to interviewing for abig
company | had absolutely no doubtsin my mind that | would aceit. Not only did CWP help me
with my confidence and communication skills, but my resume had more than “Host at TGIF,” or a
congtruction job | had in high school (which | tried to stretch in to something like “ construction
associate for client relations’ so my resume would sound more professiona). So to make along
story short, | received the internship position at a Big-4 Accounting firm over many other students
who applied, and it was largely due to CWP s internship.

To anyone who is considering partaking in CWP' s once-in-a-lifetime offer, | honestly
encourage you to participate. If you never do anything challenging then you will be another average
college student, and companies today are looking for anything-but average hires. There is ahigh
demand to set yourself apart from others in any way possible. Showing that you can handle this
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internship isareally great way to do just that, as CWP' s experience encompasses So many
scenario’s and situations that you will face in businesses everywhere that you redly can not go
wrong. Every business has clients and client management, as well as managers (who by the way
make more money than just employees). If you show that you can go outside of your comfort zone
and try something new, you will aready be that much further ahead than the rest of your classmates.

| want to say Thanks again to CollegeWorks Painting. They provided me with my first real

shot at doing something worth-while, and without that opportunity | would definitely not be where |
am today. Good luck to all the future interns!

Jon Behling
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